The Science of Sleep

Outside apartment complex, Stéphane is trying to open the door when Stéphanie opens it from inside. She carries a laundry hamper.
Stéphanie
Stéphane? 
Stéphane 

Hey Hi. 


Stéphanie

Did you forget something?



Stéphane

No, no. I was just – I was just – You know, my hand? Because I can - -



Stéphanie

Are you looking for Zoé? She’s not here. She doesn’t live here, you know?



Stéphane

Oh, Okay.



Stéphanie

How’s your dad--? Your hand. 



Stéphane

My dad? My dad’s still dead. 



Stéphanie

I’m sorry. God, I’m so dumb.  



Stéphane

No, no I know…



Stéphanie

You wan´t Zoé’s number?



Stéphane

No. No, I think I’m fine. 



Stéphanie

So I guess I’ll go my way now. 


Stéphane

Okay.



Stéphanie

Bye



Stéphane

Ciao



Stéphanie
I’ll do my laundry later. Maybe I should check this hand of yours. 



Stéphane

Okay, well, yeah, it’s better to be safe than sorry. 



Stéphanie

Mieux vaut prévenir que guérir. (Prevention’s better than cure.)



Stéphane

Un tiens vaut mieux que deux tu l'auras. (A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.)


Stéphanie
 (… is worth my bush). Sorry, it’s not funny.


Stéphane

I think it’s funny. I mean, it’s not that funny – I mean, it’s not funny, but I find it funny. 

They enter the apartment building. They enter Stéphanie’s apartment



Stépnanie

Come in. It’s still chaos. I’m going to put my bed up there to save some space. How do you call it? A “mezzanine”?



Stéphane

Mezzanine, oui, mezzanine. (Stéphane looks at the puppets). Do you make those?


Stéphanie

Some I made and others I adopted. You have to find who. 



Stéphane

You made this one.



Stéphanie

Nope.



Stéphane

What’s his name?



Stéphanie

His name is ah… Golden the Pony Boy. When I found him, he was so sad that I had to buy him for a lot. He’s never going to leave me now.



Stéphane

Really? I mean, I understand that you’re the mother but you also have to think of his interest. 



Stéphanie

Yeah, it’s possible. But he is already damaged and I can’t take any chances. Let me see your hand. 



Stéphane

You know, it started to smell like a foot. 



Stéphanie

That’s a good sign. (Stéphanie removes the clothing from his hand.) Can you move it. 


Stéphane

Yeah. Well, it hurts a little bit, but it’s okay. 



Stéphanie

I have too big hands.


Stéphane

Yeah? That means you have a large penis. I’m sorry, that was a bit inappropriate. 



Stéphanie

Look, I’ll show you a trick. It’s a brain effect. You have to do this. 


Stéphane

Okay. Ah! It feels so weird. It feels like if it wasn’t my hand. I know one that you have to, you have to put your two fingers like this and then you look into the distance, like that. All you can see is a little – 



Stéphanie

A little sausage, yeah. I know it, I know it. It’s a good one.



Stéphane

Oh, you know it?



Stéphanie

I made this boat in fabric. I have to put it in a small forest as a setup. The boat is looking for its mer, which is… It sounds like both “mother” and “sea” in French. 



Stéphane

So the forest inside the boat? That’s genius. That’s like a vegetable Noah’s Arc. 



Stéphanie

No, no, no, the boat is in the forest, looking for his mer. But I need to make the trees, though.


Stéphane

Aah. Okay, but you know the forest inside the boat that’s a really good idea. I think that maybe you wanna do that instead. 



Stéphanie

Yeah, yeah. Okay, I’ll do that. It sounds like a good idea.



Stéphane

Okay, so I’ll go get my dad’s old camera and we can make an animated film of the forest inside the boat looking for its mother.



Stéphanie

And the leaves grow and the wind catches in them and then the boat takes off. You’ll make the sea, okay? 


Stéphane

Okay, yeah. Well, we can do it with layers of paper, like this… You know, like this and they move in opposite directions, you know?


Stéphanie

Yeah. Yeah, but we have to find something more special then. Kind of retarded in a way. Look 



Stéphanie and Stéphane
Cellophane.



Stéphane

Yeah. Yeah, like a Russian animated film. My mother, she collects thousands of bonbon wrapping paper and also cardboard tubes. We’ve got boxes full of them at home. 



Stéphanie

What for?


Stéphane
She used to do these arts and crafts things and many other projects but she never finished them. I actually can’t stand it, she never finishes anything. 


Stéphanie 

And look, for the clouds. 


Stéphane
Oh, yeah. (Stéphanie throws the clouds to the air and Stéphane runs to the piano and plays a note.) Oh, no, no, no. No, try it again. Try it again wrong chord. (They repeat their actions.) No, wrong chord, try it again. (They do it one more time.) I knew it. I knew it! Each structure has its own resonant frequency. You just have to hit the right chord at the right time. Okay, I’ll go get the camera. And you go do the forest. 



Stéphanie

Wow, wow, wow, by the time you get back, I’ll be sleeping. And I need to finish the boat, anyway. You bring the camera next time, okay? 


Stéphane
Okay. Well, you tell me when to bring the camera, okay? Well, I’m leaving. 



Stéphanie

I’ll start the forest tomorrow. 



Stéphane
All right. Merci.



Stéphanie

Bye. 



Stéphane
Okay, bye.



Stéphanie 

Bye.
Scene
